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Background of KARRA
Kaukapakapa Area Residents and Ratepayers Association Incorporated (“KARRA”) was incorporated in 1992 to provide a forum for the discussion of issues and concerns affecting the residents of Kaukapakapa. We represent the wider Kaukapakapa community and integrate with neighbouring ratepayer groups. We use the local Kaukapakapa Kourier; our web site, Kaukapakapa Online (http://www.kaukapakapa.org.nz/ ); emails and letter-box drops to keep our members and the community informed. We have organised forums and seminars to enhance the distribution of information and help members make submissions on items of major importance for the Kaukapakapa community.

Comment on the Discussion Document
The point is made that 90% of the Auckland Council area is farmland. Thus within the Council, as an integral part, are all the small rural towns and villages that exist within the new Council boundaries.

To make Auckland the ‘World’s most Liveable City’ it will be essential that these rural towns and villages are developed to be ‘communities’ with a focal point and individual character rather than just dormitory towns on the fringe of the city. 

Having people working predominately in these rural towns and villages rather than commuting into the centre of Auckland will enable the ‘village’ to re-emerge and develop its own special character as well as reduce transport stresses.

Development of the Kaukapakapa Structure Plan
Over six years the community developed a Structure Plan for Kaukapakapa. This was then taken on by the Rodney District Council who employed Consultants to fill in the gaps and to complete the Plan.

Rodney District Council adopted the Plan in September 2010.

The Adopted Structure Plan now needs to be processed by way of Variation to the District Plan so that it becomes a statuary planning document.
Analysis of the Adopted Kaukapakapa Structure Plan within the Auckland Unleashed Document.
Section 1: para 14 states:
This discussion document focuses on five internationally accepted objectives for spatial planning:

• improving the quality of life for everyone;
• enhancing socio-economic well-being;

• responsible management of the built and natural environments;

• outlining approaches to a rational land use plan in the public interest;

• focusing on the long-term integration and delivery of these four objectives.
In this submission we will demonstrate that the Adopted Kaukapakapa Structure Plan fits well into the first four objectives that Auckland Unleashed is based on. The fifth objective will be fulfilled by the Adopted Structure Plan becoming a statuary planning document.
Kaukapakapa is a small rural village servicing a large farming community, comprising the Northern and Southern nodes adjacent to SH16. The village is attractively located with steeply wooded slopes to the north, rolling farm land southwards and the tidal influenced river. 
Over the last 10 years there has been a significant increase in population (fastest growing area in the Rodney District) as indicated by the expanding school role requiring seven new classrooms to be built in this period, with further expansion imminent. 
The existing shops are currently on residential zoned land leaving no room for retail growth under the present District Plan. Thus any new development, to keep pace with the demand from the increased population, is prevented until the Adopted Structure Plan becomes a statuary document.
The Adopted Structure Plan sets out zoning that will enable suitable development for the next 30 years, providing additional housing within prescribed areas, a retail area and sets out footpaths, walkways and access roads for the safety of schoolchildren and older residents.
The envisaged network of interconnected walkways will enable people to access both ends of the village without having to resort to the use of a motorcar, access to the river and Kaipara Harbour fringes, thus providing recreational users and tourists the opportunities to use and explore these unique areas. 
Ensuring that the Kaukapakapa River is managed in terms of weeds and other emergent growth is essential to aesthetics, river health and stormwater management.

Particular emphasis has been placed on ensuring that any proposed development is contained using natural boundaries and topographical features such as catchment areas, existing roads and rivers margins. The plan has been designed to enhance rural character and maintain the rural vistas from SH16.
It is envisioned that high speed broadband has the potential to enable residents to work remotely from their main offices either in their homes or possibly in purpose built offices in the village. Encouraging people to work locally has been significant for the success of rebuilding village communities in Europe. 
Transport links to the main bus routes will be essential and consideration may be given to using the existing railway line. There is potential for a Park’n Ride feeder system.

The Adopted Structure Plan design enables for on-site treatment of waste water and stormwater thereby incurring no infrastructure costs to the Council. 
We submit that for Auckland to be the most Liveable City, small rural villages and rural towns need to be able to retain their own character and individuality. 
This Adopted Structure Plan has been devised by the local villagers that take a pride in their village. The Adopted Structure Plan provides the basis for the way that the Kaukapakapa Community wish to see the area develop in order to retain its rural character and enhancing an attractive village life. 

We urge that this Adopted Structure Plan be incorporated into the District/Unitary Plan as a matter of urgency to become a Statutory Document.
Ralph Martin



ralph.martin@xtra.co.nz 
(KARRA Chair)
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